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processions, rich dinners, and a strange girl to play with. The carnal
desire came later. The custom of early marriage was prevalent in
India at that time. It was purely a question of the elders' convenience
and economy. Kaba Gandhi was sixty years old and wanted to see
his youngest son manned along with the elder son during his lifetime
and have a glimpse at a grandson "before closing one's eyes". The
marriage was performed at Porbandar with great pomp and eclat.
Mohandas lost no time in assuming the authority of a husband.
Though he dared not speak to his wife in the presence of the elders,
he tried to boss over her movements.
As a result of the marriage Mohandas lost one year at school, but
packed two years' study in one. He was never a brilliant student but
would do his lessons diligently to avoid the teacher's scolding. As a
rule he had a distaste for any reading beyond school books. English
was the medium of study from the fourth standard onward and at
first he found it difficult. He did not like memorizing and was, there-
fore, weak in Sanskrit. Geometry he liked because there success de-
pended on reasoning. At the high school he had a fairly good career
and never resorted to copying nor allowed himself to be prompted
even by his teacher. He very jealously guarded his own character.
The least blemish drew tears from his eyes.
Shravana Pitribhakti Nataka, a play about Shravana's devotion to his
parents, which Mohandas once happened to read impressed him
intensely. "Here is an example for me to copy,*9 he said to himself.
The melting tune of the agonized laments of the parents over Shra-
vana's death., Mohandas often practised on a concertina which his
father had presented him. Just about this time he happened to see a
play, Harishchandra, which captured his heart. "Why should not all
be truthful like Harishchandra?" asked Mohandas himself constantly.
He disliked school sports and never took part in cricket or foot-
ball before they were made compulsory. His shyness was one of the
reasons for his aloofness. But he had formed a habit of taking long
walks. He regarded sports and good handwriting as not a necessary
part of education. Gymnastics at school Mohandas avoided because
he wanted to nurse his ailing father. Since then nursing became a
lifelong passion with him.
While still in the fourth standard, soon after his marriage, Mohan-
das met Sheikh Mehtab, a class-mate and friend of his elder brother,
who led him astray. He associated with him to reform him, in spite of